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What Is the Problem? 

M any drilling waste management options exist
– N ot all options are allowed or make sense in all locations
– H ow do operators determine which ones to use?

M any developing countries do not have well-
established drilling waste requirements
– U .S . companies operating there may face limited and 

costly disposal options

D evelop an interactive web-based information system

Proposed S olution

Technology 
Description Module

Regulatory Module Case Study Module

Other  Features   

Technology 
Identification Module

Provides basic information about 
practices that are currently being 
used

injection

Burial - landfill

Physical separation

Closed-cycle drilling system Collect for onshore disposal

Identif ies and summarizes regulations dealing with 
drilling waste management
– F ederal
– S tate

U sers answer series of questions to determine the waste 
management practices that would make the most sense for a 
given geographical or environmental setting

Test for TPH >xxx ppm Options

< xxx ppm

Test for 
chlorides

< yyyy ppm Options

Thermal desorption
Injection wells/Salt caverns
Treat and reuse
Burial
Road spreading/Landspreading
Other technologies

Options> yyyy ppm

Hypothetical Example
Thermal desorbtion
Injection wells
Salt caverns
Other technologies

Thermal desorption
Injection wells/Salt caverns
Treatment and reuse
Burial
Other technologies

Provides actual examples 
of how waste management 
approaches or 
technologies have been 
used

E mail L ist/ F orum
– S ubmit questions
– S earch through previous discussions

E mail-based N otification S ystem
– S et up for either regular electronic newsletter distribution 

or as-needed broadcast messages about changes in 
regulations and technologies

O ther reference and search features

A ctivities and D eliverables
- F Y -02

- C ollect information on regulatory and technology description
- D evelop framework for information system and modules

- F Y -03
- C omplete draft information system
- Peer review
- O pen information system to public

- C ommunication and outreach through presentations at conferences and publications
- Veil, J.A., Drilling Waste Management: Past, Present, and Future, SPE 

77388, SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition, San Antonio, 
TX, September 29 - October 2, 2002.

- Puder, M.G., B. Bryson, and J.A. Veil, draft Compendium of Regulatory 
Requirements Governing Underground Injection of Drilling Wastes, 
prepared by Argonne National Laboratory for the U.S. Department of 
Energy, Office of Fossil Energy, National Petroleum Technology Office, 
November 2002.

- Fidler, B., Interactive Website for Drilling Waste Management, 9th IPEC, 
Albuquerque, NM, October 22-25, 2002.


